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year over forty entered, mostly from Martinique and
San Domingo; they came to load cargoes chiefly
of timber and bricks, to rebuild the houses destroyed
by two fires, which are said to have been caused in
those two islands by fire from Heaven.

Ascending the river, one finds French settlements
above as well as below New Orleans. The most
notable establishment is a small German Colony, ten
leagues above it. La Pointe coupée is thirty-five
leagues from the German settlement. A palisaded
fort has been built there, in which a small garrison
is maintained. There are sixty residences, spread
over an extent of five or six leagues, along the west
bank of the river. Fifty leagues from la pointe
coupée are the Natchez. We now have there only a
garrison,— which is kept imprisoned, as it were, in
a fort, through fear of the Chicachats and other
Savage enemies. Formerly there were at that place
about sixty dwellings, and a savage Nation of con-
siderable numbers called the Natchez, who were
greatly attached to us and rendered us great services.
The tyranny which a French Commandant undertook
to exercise over them drove them to extremities.
One day they killed all the French, excepting a few
who sought safety in flight. One of our Fathers,
who was descending the Mississipi and was asked to
tarry there to say Mass on Sunday, was included in
the massacre. Since that time the blow has been
avenged by the almost total destruction of the
Natchez Nation; only a few remain scattered among
the Chicachats and Chéraquis, where they live
precariously and almost as slaves.

At la Pointe coupée, and still more at Natchez,
excellent tobacco is grown. If, instead of obtaining



